
1 

People's Consultation on AI:  
Basic Consultation Guide & Submission Template 

 

Instructions 
 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE: 

 

This document offers a guide to making a contribution to the People’s Consultation on AI. It 

offers questions and suggests topics for discussion, but you are welcome to organize your 

submission differently. Feel free to answer as many or as few of the questions as you like, and 

to write about whatever you think is important whether it “fits” the subheadings or questions or 

not.  

 

For details on how your submission will be used, please see “What Will Happen to Submitted 

Comments?” on this page.  

 

Submissions will be posted online, so please only share details you wish to make public. Keep 

this in mind if sharing stories or experiences that are not your own. Do not share identifying 

details about someone else without their consent. 

 

To make this a collective experience or if you prefer working with others, consider using our 

Local Facilitation Guide to host a Micro-Consultation.  

 

Those who have specialized or domain expertise may consider responding to questions from 

the Advanced Consultation Guide.  

 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN:  

 

Many questions below refer to “artificial intelligence” (“AI”), but that is an extremely broad catch-

all term that can refer to any number of technologies. To encourage clarity and specificity, we 

have provided a list of technologies currently considered to be “AI” or “AI-based” at the time of 

this consultation. It does not list every possible known technology that could be called “AI”, but 

hopefully provides a solid starting point. Before you begin, we suggest you skim through this list, 

which includes links to examples and explainers of each technology. You might find it helpful to 

refer back to the list as you think through each question. You may also find background 

materials in the Resources for the People’s Consultation on AI document helpful for 

understanding AI and the issues and controversies around it. 

 

Whenever you refer to “AI” in your comments, unless talking about the general concept, try to 

be as specific as possible in describing the actual technology or software company involved. We 

strongly recommend that you indicate which specific technology or technologies you have in 

mind in your answers to each question.  

 

https://www.peoplesaiconsultation.ca/how-to-participate/
https://www.peoplesaiconsultation.ca/local-facilitation-guide/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z6tShQLhs-9kGcXTXsZAXn_MV2pzKjqwqH2WmMdNApY/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14wEouwmIZ4-cS3FK3TkbKyGC9xqxShApUX9lKXK5snw/edit?tab=t.0
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For tips on breaking free from relying on “AI” as a buzzword, and being clear in writing about AI-

related issues, see:  

● "Artifice and Intelligence" (recommendations at the end):  

● "Specific Terms for Specific Risks: The Need for Accurate Definitions of AI Systems in 

Policymaking"  

 

 

LIST OF “AI / AI-BASED” TECHNOLOGIES (NON-EXHAUSTIVE) 

 

Underlying Technologies 

 

● Computer Vision 

● Natural Language Processing  

● Machine Learning 

● Deep Learning 

● Neural Networks  

● Large Language Models  

 

 

Algorithmic Decision-Making Systems  

● Content Moderation Algorithms  

○ How Automated Content Moderation Works (Even When It Doesn’t) – The 

Markup  

● Education  

○ Here’s how ed-tech companies are pitching AI to teachers | MIT Technology 

Review 

○ Beyond Surveillance: The Case Against AI Proctoring & AI Detection – 

BCcampus  

○ Major Universities Are Using Race as a “High Impact Predictor” of Student 

Success – The Markup  

● Health Care Algorithms  

○ Algorithms Are Making Decisions About Health Care, Which May Only Worsen 

Medical Racism | ACLU  

○ How can we keep algorithmic racism out of Canadian health care’s AI toolkit? - 

The Globe and Mail  

● Hiring and Employment 

○ Upturn | Help Wanted: An Examination of Hiring Algorithms, Equity, and Bias   

○ Insight - Amazon scraps secret AI recruiting tool that showed bias against 

women | Reuters 

○ AI is changing hiring, candidates are adapting - The Globe and Mail  

● Immigration and Refugee Applications  

○ AI Facial Recognition Technology in the Canadian Immigration System  

○ Bots at the Gate: A Human Rights Analysis of Automated Decision Making in 

Canada’s Immigration and Refugee System - The Citizen Lab 

https://www.techpolicy.press/artifice-and-intelligence/
https://epic.org/specific-terms-for-specific-risks-the-need-for-accurate-definitions-of-ai-systems-in-policymaking/
https://epic.org/specific-terms-for-specific-risks-the-need-for-accurate-definitions-of-ai-systems-in-policymaking/
https://www.media.mit.edu/tools/ai-glossary-dictionary/
https://www.media.mit.edu/tools/ai-glossary-dictionary/
https://www.media.mit.edu/tools/ai-glossary-dictionary/
https://www.media.mit.edu/tools/ai-glossary-dictionary/
https://www.media.mit.edu/tools/ai-glossary-dictionary/
https://www.media.mit.edu/tools/ai-glossary-dictionary/
https://themarkup.org/automated-censorship/2024/03/01/how-automated-content-moderation-works-even-when-it-doesnt-work
https://themarkup.org/automated-censorship/2024/03/01/how-automated-content-moderation-works-even-when-it-doesnt-work
https://www.technologyreview.com/2024/09/03/1103481/heres-how-ed-tech-companies-are-pitching-ai-to-teachers/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2024/09/03/1103481/heres-how-ed-tech-companies-are-pitching-ai-to-teachers/
https://bccampus.ca/2024/10/16/beyond-surveillance-the-case-against-ai-proctoring-ai-detection/
https://bccampus.ca/2024/10/16/beyond-surveillance-the-case-against-ai-proctoring-ai-detection/
https://themarkup.org/machine-learning/2021/03/02/major-universities-are-using-race-as-a-high-impact-predictor-of-student-success
https://themarkup.org/machine-learning/2021/03/02/major-universities-are-using-race-as-a-high-impact-predictor-of-student-success
https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/algorithms-in-health-care-may-worsen-medical-racism
https://www.aclu.org/news/privacy-technology/algorithms-in-health-care-may-worsen-medical-racism
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/health-and-fitness/article-how-can-we-keep-algorithmic-racism-out-of-canadian-health-cares-ai/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/health-and-fitness/article-how-can-we-keep-algorithmic-racism-out-of-canadian-health-cares-ai/
https://www.upturn.org/static/reports/2018/hiring-algorithms/files/Upturn%20--%20Help%20Wanted%20-%20An%20Exploration%20of%20Hiring%20Algorithms,%20Equity%20and%20Bias.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/insight-amazon-scraps-secret-ai-recruiting-tool-that-showed-bias-against-women-idUSKCN1MK0AG/
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/insight-amazon-scraps-secret-ai-recruiting-tool-that-showed-bias-against-women-idUSKCN1MK0AG/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-ai-is-changing-hiring-candidates-are-adapting/
https://cila.co/ai-facial-recognition-technology-in-the-canadian-immigration-system/
https://citizenlab.ca/2018/09/bots-at-the-gate-human-rights-analysis-automated-decision-making-in-canadas-immigration-refugee-system/
https://citizenlab.ca/2018/09/bots-at-the-gate-human-rights-analysis-automated-decision-making-in-canadas-immigration-refugee-system/
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○ Artificial Intelligence in Immigration Practice: Why Our Files Now Meet the 

Algorithm First | Just. Magazine  

● Insurance Algorithms  

○ Suckers List: How Allstate's Secret Auto Insurance Algorithm Squeezes Big 

Spenders – The Markup 

○ Automakers Are Sharing Consumers’ Driving Behavior With Insurance 

Companies - The New York Times 

● Pricing and Targeted Advertising 

○ The legal challenges raised by AI-powered algorithmic pricing 

○ The ethical use of AI in advertising | IAPP 

● Tenant-Screening and Algorithmic Rental Pricing 

○ A Landlord's Dream and a Tenant's Nightmare 

○ Automating housing (in)justice: The promise and limits of ‘fair’ rent tech | 

University of Ottawa 

○ Canadian mega landlord using AI ‘pricing scheme’ as it massively hikes rents ⋆ 

The Breach  

● Welfare Benefits Allocation and “Fraud Detection”  

○ Inside Amsterdam’s high-stakes experiment to create fair welfare AI | MIT 

Technology Review 

○ UK's AI system for welfare fraud detection faces criticism over bias and 

transparency  

○ Calculated Need: Algorithms and the Fight for Medicaid Home Care | Upturn  

 

Generative AI 

● AI Scribes: Medical Records & Police Reports  

○ Axon’s Draft One Is Designed to Defy Transparency | Electronic Frontier 

Foundation 

○ Why family doctors across Canada are turning to AI scribes — and what it means 

for patients | CBC News  

○ AI bot sends confidential info to Ontario hospital patients after recording doctors’ 

meeting: IPC | Canadian HR Reporter  

● Image, Video, and Music Generators  

○ Generative AI Has a Visual Plagiarism Problem - IEEE Spectrum 

○ Artists astound with AI-generated film stills from a parallel universe - Ars 

Technica 

○ When AI can make art – what does it mean for creativity? | Artificial intelligence 

(AI) | The Guardian 

○ Voice actors push back as AI threatens dubbing industry | Reuters 

○ Hollywood writers went on strike to protect their livelihoods from generative AI. 

Their remarkable victory matters for all workers. | Brookings  

● Non-Consensual Intimate Imagery  

○ AI-powered online abuse: How AI is amplifying violence against women and what 

can stop it 

○ Tackling the problem of AI revenge porn in Canada  

https://www.justmag.ca/en-ca/articles/the-art-of-practice/innovation/2025/artificial-intelligence-in-immigration-practice-why-our-files-now-meet-the-algorithm-first
https://www.justmag.ca/en-ca/articles/the-art-of-practice/innovation/2025/artificial-intelligence-in-immigration-practice-why-our-files-now-meet-the-algorithm-first
https://themarkup.org/allstates-algorithm/2020/02/25/car-insurance-suckers-list
https://themarkup.org/allstates-algorithm/2020/02/25/car-insurance-suckers-list
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/11/technology/carmakers-driver-tracking-insurance.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/11/technology/carmakers-driver-tracking-insurance.html
https://nationalmagazine.ca/en-ca/articles/law/in-depth/2025/the-legal-challenges-raised-by-ai-powered-algorithmic-pricing
https://iapp.org/news/a/the-ethical-use-of-ai-in-advertising
https://polskyparallax.com/landlords-dream-and-tenants-nightmare-0
https://www.uottawa.ca/en/news-all/automating-housing-injustice-promise-limits-fair-rent-tech
https://www.uottawa.ca/en/news-all/automating-housing-injustice-promise-limits-fair-rent-tech
https://breachmedia.ca/canadian-mega-landlord-ai-pricing-scheme-hikes-rents/
https://breachmedia.ca/canadian-mega-landlord-ai-pricing-scheme-hikes-rents/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2025/06/11/1118233/amsterdam-fair-welfare-ai-discriminatory-algorithms-failure/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2025/06/11/1118233/amsterdam-fair-welfare-ai-discriminatory-algorithms-failure/
https://www.techmonitor.ai/digital-economy/ai-and-automation/uk-welfare-fraud-ai-system-faces-criticism-over-bias-and-transparency
https://www.techmonitor.ai/digital-economy/ai-and-automation/uk-welfare-fraud-ai-system-faces-criticism-over-bias-and-transparency
https://www.upturn.org/work/calculated-need/
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2025/07/axons-draft-one-designed-defy-transparency
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2025/07/axons-draft-one-designed-defy-transparency
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/ai-scribe-second-opinion-1.7390574
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/ai-scribe-second-opinion-1.7390574
https://www.hrreporter.com/focus-areas/automation-ai/ai-bot-sends-confidential-info-to-ontario-hospital-patients-after-recording-doctors-meeting-ipc/393766
https://www.hrreporter.com/focus-areas/automation-ai/ai-bot-sends-confidential-info-to-ontario-hospital-patients-after-recording-doctors-meeting-ipc/393766
https://spectrum.ieee.org/midjourney-copyright
https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2023/04/artists-astound-with-ai-generated-film-stills-from-a-parallel-universe/
https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2023/04/artists-astound-with-ai-generated-film-stills-from-a-parallel-universe/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/nov/12/when-ai-can-make-art-what-does-it-mean-for-creativity-dall-e-midjourney
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/nov/12/when-ai-can-make-art-what-does-it-mean-for-creativity-dall-e-midjourney
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/voice-actors-push-back-ai-threatens-dubbing-industry-2025-07-30/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/hollywood-writers-went-on-strike-to-protect-their-livelihoods-from-generative-ai-their-remarkable-victory-matters-for-all-workers/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/hollywood-writers-went-on-strike-to-protect-their-livelihoods-from-generative-ai-their-remarkable-victory-matters-for-all-workers/
https://www.unwomen.org/en/articles/faqs/ai-powered-online-abuse-how-ai-is-amplifying-violence-against-women-and-what-can-stop-it
https://www.unwomen.org/en/articles/faqs/ai-powered-online-abuse-how-ai-is-amplifying-violence-against-women-and-what-can-stop-it
https://nationalmagazine.ca/fr-ca/articles/law/opinion/2024/tackling-the-problem-of-ai-revenge-porn-in-canada
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○ Massive Leak Shows Erotic Chatbot Users Turned Women’s Yearbook Pictures 

Into AI Porn  

● Research and Writing  

○ An Ontario judge tossed a court filing seemingly written with AI. Experts say it's a 

growing problem | CBC News 

○ Deloitte allegedly cited AI-generated research in a million-dollar report for a 

Canadian provincial government | Fortune 

○ ChatGPT's Impact On Our Brains According to an MIT Study | TIME  

● Social Media Photo / Video Filters  

○ Beauty filters are changing the way young girls see themselves  

 

Policing and Surveillance Technologies 

● AI-enabled body-worn cameras 

○ AI-powered police body cameras, once taboo, get tested on Canadian city's 

'watch list' of faces  

● AI-enabled security and doorbell cameras 

○ Leamington to install AI-powered security cameras as part of waterfront safety 

strategy  

○ Amazon's Ring launches AI-generated security alerts  

● Algorithmic Policing 

○ Algorithmic Policing in Canada Explained - The Citizen Lab  

○ Inside Amazon’s Aggressive Push To Get Cops Using AI Surveillance  

● Automated Licence Plate Readers 

○ Privacy Tech-Know Blog: Who's Watching Where You're Driving?  

○ Automated License Plate Readers 

○ 77 new automated license plate readers coming to Saskatchewan roads - Regina 

| Globalnews.ca 

○ Border Patrol’s monitoring of US drivers raises privacy concerns | Biometric 

Update  

● Biometric surveillance 

○ Biometric Surveillance 

○ Biometrics in the Age of Artificial Intelligence | MIT for a Better World  

● Drones 

○ Personal drones, AI and our privacy  

○ AI and thermal drones are helping find the lost in B.C.'s mountains | CBC News 

○ Drone Highways Are Coming to Canada's Skies - Macleans.ca  

● Facial recognition technology  

○ Facial recognition explained: How is FRT used in Canada? - CCLA 

○ BC Supreme Court orders Clearview AI to stop collecting images of individuals in 

BC without consent | Lexpert  

○ News release: Cadillac Fairview collected 5 million shoppers’ images - Office of 

the Privacy Commissioner of Canada  

● Gunshot detection systems 

○ Gunshot Detection 

https://www.404media.co/ai-porn-secret-desires-chatbot-face-swap/?ref=daily-stories-newsletter
https://www.404media.co/ai-porn-secret-desires-chatbot-face-swap/?ref=daily-stories-newsletter
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/artificial-intelligence-legal-research-problems-1.7550358
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/artificial-intelligence-legal-research-problems-1.7550358
https://fortune.com/2025/11/25/deloitte-caught-fabricated-ai-generated-research-million-dollar-report-canada-government/
https://fortune.com/2025/11/25/deloitte-caught-fabricated-ai-generated-research-million-dollar-report-canada-government/
https://time.com/7295195/ai-chatgpt-google-learning-school/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/04/02/1021635/beauty-filters-young-girls-augmented-reality-social-media/
https://apnews.com/article/ai-facial-recognition-axon-edmonton-21f319ce806a0023f855eb69d928d31e
https://apnews.com/article/ai-facial-recognition-axon-edmonton-21f319ce806a0023f855eb69d928d31e
https://www.ctvnews.ca/windsor/article/leamington-to-install-ai-powered-security-cameras-as-part-of-waterfront-safety-strategy/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/windsor/article/leamington-to-install-ai-powered-security-cameras-as-part-of-waterfront-safety-strategy/
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/06/25/amazon-ring-ai-notifications.html
https://citizenlab.ca/2020/09/algorithmic-policing-in-canada-explained/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/thomasbrewster/2025/10/01/inside-amazons-aggressive-push-to-get-cops-using-ai-surveillance/
https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/blog/20170613
https://sls.eff.org/technologies/automated-license-plate-readers-alprs
https://globalnews.ca/news/4193150/77-new-automated-license-plate-readers-coming-to-saskatchewan-roads/
https://globalnews.ca/news/4193150/77-new-automated-license-plate-readers-coming-to-saskatchewan-roads/
https://www.biometricupdate.com/202511/border-patrols-monitoring-of-us-drivers-raises-privacy-concerns
https://www.biometricupdate.com/202511/border-patrols-monitoring-of-us-drivers-raises-privacy-concerns
https://sls.eff.org/technologies/biometric-surveillance
https://betterworld.mit.edu/spectrum/issues/2024-spring/biometrics-in-the-age-of-artificial-intelligence/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/2018/02/personal-drones-ai-and-our-privacy/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/technology-drone-artificial-intelligence-search-rescue-british-columbia-mountains-1.7492363
https://macleans.ca/technology-3/drone-highways-are-coming-to-canadas-skies/
https://ccla.org/privacy/facial-recognition-explained-how-is-frt-used-in-canada/
https://www.lexpert.ca/news/technology-law/bc-supreme-court-orders-clearview-ai-to-stop-collecting-images-of-individuals-in-bc-without-consent/390565
https://www.lexpert.ca/news/technology-law/bc-supreme-court-orders-clearview-ai-to-stop-collecting-images-of-individuals-in-bc-without-consent/390565
https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/opc-news/news-and-announcements/2020/nr-c_201029/
https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/opc-news/news-and-announcements/2020/nr-c_201029/
https://sls.eff.org/technologies/gunshot-detection
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○ Some emergency departments installing AI weapons detection amid rising 

violence  

● Social Media Monitoring  

○ RCMP Hires US Artificial Intelligence Firm to Spy on Web Users | The Tyee  

 

Social Contexts  

● Chatbots — Relationships & Mental Health 

○ ‘I felt pure, unconditional love’: the people who marry their AI chatbots | Podcasts 

| The Guardian  

○ It's surprisingly easy to stumble into a relationship with an AI chatbot | MIT 

Technology Review  

○ Exploring the Dangers of AI in Mental Health Care | Stanford HAI 

○ Your AI therapist is not your therapist: The dangers of relying on AI mental health 

chatbots  

● Chatbots — Consequences 

○ A mom thought her daughter was texting friends before her suicide. It was an AI 

chatbot. - CBS News 

○ Mothers say AI chatbots encouraged their sons to kill themselves - BBC News  

○ Hacked ‘AI Girlfriend’ Data Shows Prompts Describing Child Sexual Abuse  

○ With therapy hard to get, people lean on AI for mental health. What are the risks? 

○ Episode 253: “AI Psychosis”: Emerging Cases of Delusion Amplification 

Associated with ChatGPT and LLM Chatbot Use – A Psychiatric Review  

● Companion & Social Robots  

○ Conversations with Alexa: How robots are helping Canada’s aging population 

connect - National | Globalnews.ca 

○ How AI social robots could support people living with dementia and their care 

providers - Beyond 

○ Your loneliness is our business: The multi-million-dollar industry of social 

isolation 

○ Meet Grace, the humanoid robot offering companionship in a Montreal nursing 

home | CBC News 

○ Cuddly robots charm B.C. seniors as researchers study benefits of AI pals in 

elder care | CBC News  

○ Preserving our humanity in the age of robots  

● Emotion Detection / Sentiment Analysis 

○ The Ethics of Emotion in AI Systems (Research Summary)  

  

https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/article/some-emergency-departments-installing-ai-weapons-detection-amid-rising-violence/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/article/some-emergency-departments-installing-ai-weapons-detection-amid-rising-violence/
https://thetyee.ca/News/2020/09/23/RCMP-US-Artificial-Intelligence-Firm-Spy-Users/
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2025/jul/12/i-felt-pure-unconditional-love-the-people-who-marry-their-ai-chatbots
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2025/jul/12/i-felt-pure-unconditional-love-the-people-who-marry-their-ai-chatbots
https://www.technologyreview.com/2025/09/24/1123915/relationship-ai-without-seeking-it/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2025/09/24/1123915/relationship-ai-without-seeking-it/
https://hai.stanford.edu/news/exploring-the-dangers-of-ai-in-mental-health-care
https://theconversation.com/your-ai-therapist-is-not-your-therapist-the-dangers-of-relying-on-ai-mental-health-chatbots-225411
https://theconversation.com/your-ai-therapist-is-not-your-therapist-the-dangers-of-relying-on-ai-mental-health-chatbots-225411
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/parents-allege-harmful-character-ai-chatbot-content-60-minutes/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/parents-allege-harmful-character-ai-chatbot-content-60-minutes/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce3xgwyywe4o
https://www.404media.co/hacked-ai-girlfriend-data-shows-prompts-describing-child-sexual-abuse-2/
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/09/30/nx-s1-5557278/ai-artificial-intelligence-mental-health-therapy-chatgpt-openai
https://www.psychiatrypodcast.com/psychiatry-psychotherapy-podcast/episode-253-ai-psychosis-emerging-cases-of-delusion-amplification-associated-with-chatgpt-and-llm-chatbot
https://www.psychiatrypodcast.com/psychiatry-psychotherapy-podcast/episode-253-ai-psychosis-emerging-cases-of-delusion-amplification-associated-with-chatgpt-and-llm-chatbot
https://globalnews.ca/news/9364652/automation-nation-aging-population-robotics-care-homes/
https://globalnews.ca/news/9364652/automation-nation-aging-population-robotics-care-homes/
https://beyond.ubc.ca/how-ai-social-robots-could-support-people-living-with-dementia-and-their-care-providers/
https://beyond.ubc.ca/how-ai-social-robots-could-support-people-living-with-dementia-and-their-care-providers/
https://english.elpais.com/economy-and-business/2025-06-22/your-loneliness-is-our-business-the-multi-million-dollar-industry-of-social-isolation.html
https://english.elpais.com/economy-and-business/2025-06-22/your-loneliness-is-our-business-the-multi-million-dollar-industry-of-social-isolation.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/grace-humanoid-robot-montreal-seniors-study-1.6623292
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/grace-humanoid-robot-montreal-seniors-study-1.6623292
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/ai-robots-senior-companions-1.6973188
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/ai-robots-senior-companions-1.6973188
https://www.npr.org/2024/01/10/1198909122/social-robots-ai-lonely-humanity
https://montrealethics.ai/the-ethics-of-emotion-in-ai-systems-research-summary/
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Submission to the People’s Consultation on AI 

by Troy Bordun 
 

March 20, 2026 

 

 

Introduction  

 

1. Who are you / what is your organization?  

Troy Bordun, Assistant Professor, University of Northern British Columbia 

*I do not represent the interests of UNBC. This is a personal submission. 

2. Why do you or why does your organization care about this issue—e.g., mandate, work 

experience, first-hand impacts?  

The proliferation of generative AI technologies, largely LLMs, has contributed further to 

systemic racism and decimated our attempts at decolonizing our universities and 

reconciling with Indigenous Peoples of Canada.  

 

Experiences with and Impacts of AI Technologies 

 

1. How have AI technologies impacted your life? Feel free to share specific stories, 

anecdotes, or experiences (while being mindful of not divulging personally identifying 

details about others without their consent). Refer to the list of example AI technologies 

provided.  

As recent surveys suggest, up to 80% of post-secondary students use LLMs in their 

undergraduate studies. Students use generative AI for research, despite its 

inaccuracies, and to improve their writing, despite the LLMs poor writing. Students are 

thereby losing their ability to research, think critically, and write/communicate. These are 

essential for healthy democracies.  

As a result, I spend about 40 hours per semester developing new assignments, checking 

for academic misconduct, meeting with students about their misconduct, and filing 

academic misconduct forms. These extra hours cut into my teaching. Not only are 

students learning less due to their use of LLMs, but I have less time to teach them the 

skills needed to be good citizens.  

2. How have AI technologies impacted a community you’re part of or a cause you care 

about?  

While the domestic, usually white, students are also using generative AI, they tend to 

mask their use of it better than students with English as a second language, Indigenous 

students, and students with disabilities. Therefore, the already marginalized students are 

further marginalized because we more frequently catch their academic misconducts. I 

now live in a community that is more systemically racist and colonial. This is not unique 

to my experience at the post-secondary education level. The building of data centres on 

stolen Indigenous lands is a further embarrassment and shame. 

3. How do you, your organization or your community use AI, and how frequently? 
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I only use AI to see what it spits out regarding my assignments. No one, at any point, 
should use generative AI for any purpose.  

4. How has AI been used on you, your colleagues, or your community? What have been 
the impacts of that?  
Students try to cheat their way to grades. I feel scammed, conned, and taken advantage 
of. In 2023, I nearly quit post-secondary education altogether. Some of my colleagues 
are taking early retirement.  

5. Do you go out of your way to avoid using AI, or certain types of AI (e.g., generative AI, or 
paying with cash to avoid your purchase decisions being analyzed)? Why or why not? 
Yes, we know that all generative AI software is harvesting our data and personal 
information.  

6. If you use AI technologies in your personal life around others—such using AI tools as in 
your work output or in interpersonal communications, or using AI-enabled devices in 
your home or office, do you make a point to disclose that usage to others who may be 
impacted (e.g., friends, family, intimate partners, colleagues, visitors)? Why or why not?  
I have an hour long lecture that I provide to my first year students about the negative 
impacts of generative AI on their lives as students and community members.  

 

Problems and Concerns with AI 

 

1. What are your key concerns with AI, in general, or with specific AI-based technologies?  

Environmental devastation and degradation; modern day slavery in the Global South 

(big tech literally pays their “employees” a few dollars a day for LLM upkeep); the 

erosion of critical thinking, political action, and care and concern for others.  

2. What do you see as the most important or urgent problems with AI, in general? What 

about specific AI-based technologies? (Important problems may be those that you think 

are the most important, but can be addressed over a longer period of time. Urgent 

problems are those you may not think are the most important overall, but must be 

addressed right now, or as soon as possible.) 

The most urgent problem is the creation of data centres. Discussions are mounting in 

Northern British Columbia and, as per the experiences of other communities, in the next 

5-10 years, I will need to ration my water (if my town hasn’t burned down due to forest 

fires).  

To preempt the next section, the most urgent problem is figuring out how to ban these 

technologies.  

 

Use Cases: Worthwhile or Worth Banning?  

 

1. What do you consider to be worthwhile use cases for AI technologies, if any? Tell us 

about how you weigh up the benefits versus the costs. If you believe there are simply no 

worthwhile use cases for AI technologies, or for specific types, why is that the case?  

There are no worthwhile use cases for AI technologies. There’s no such thing as ethical 

uses of AI when each use of AI contributes to modern day slavery and the devastation of 

the environment. I haven’t even broached the impact of AI technologies on the 

consumer: all of our tech has now gone up in price.  

2. Do you think AI as a class of technologies should be banned entirely? If so, why?  



8 

Banned, for reasons outlined above.  

3. Do you think specific kinds of AI technologies or use cases should be banned? If so, 

which specific ones, and why?  

4. What are some ways you would recommend, to support worthwhile use cases and/or 

ban specific AI technologies or use cases, or otherwise retain worthwhile benefits from 

AI technologies while minimizing, preventing, or avoiding the harms (if you believe this is 

possible, and if not, please explain if you have not already)?  

There can be no halfway or short term measures. Banning is the only way forward.  

 

 

Missing from the Discussion  

 

1. When you consider general public discussion, mainstream media coverage, and cultural 

conversations around AI, is there anything you think is missing from the conversation? 

What should be raised in public dialogue? 

Everything I noted above. I can add: child abuse and child pornography and mass 

shootings to the list.  

2. Do you have concerns with how AI technologies are positioned or framed in public 

discourse? How would you frame or position them differently? 

They need to be more honestly framed. Every ad on TV or online that champions AI’s 

ability to rapidly search for and buy the consumer an espresso machine (a real ad) in a 

matter of seconds needs to be accompanied by images of the data centres, the modern-

day slaves, and shots of billionaires’ yachts and doomsday bunkers.  

3. What do you think lawmakers and policymakers most need to know or keep in mind 

when addressing AI or creating a “national strategy” on AI?  

4. Is there anything that wasn’t covered in this submission template that you’d like to add? 

Include that here or wherever else in this document you see fit.  

 

 

Recommendations  

 

1. Do you have specific recommendations for lawmakers, policymakers, or anyone else in 

a position of power (e.g., school boards, employers, law enforcement, journalists) to 

implement when it comes to any of the things you discussed above? If so, explain them 

here.  

Create a clear and precise package containing reports and news items that demonstrate 

the negative impacts of AI on the environment, the Global South, and consumers. The 

horror stories should be collected, disseminated, and discussed.  

 

Apologies for the short submission. As I wrote above, I already work an extra week per 

year since the mass adoption of generative AI and cannot devote more time and energy. 

 

Below are some of the many, many news items discussing what I’ve noted above.  
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Montpetit, Jonathan and Yvette Brend. “AI-related data centres use vast amounts of water. But 
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Muldoon, James et al. Feeding the Machine: The Hidden Human Labour Powering A.I. 

Bloomsbury, 2024. 

 

Sumanac-Johnson, Deana. “Canadian teachers yearn for guidance, instruction as AI infiltrates 

classrooms.” CBC, 4 Aug. 2025, https://www.cbc.ca/news/education-teachers-ai-training-

1.7597806  

 

Wasike, Andrew. “‘Continuation of slavery and colonialism’: Kenya’s youth face exploitation in 

‘AI sweatshops.’” Anadolu Agency, 22 Aug. 2025, https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/-continuation-

of-slavery-and-colonialism-kenya-s-youth-face-exploitation-in-ai-sweatshops-/3666703. 

 

Zewe, Adam. “Explained: Generative AI’s environmental impact.” MIT News, 17 Jan. 2025, 
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Zhu, Catherine. “No, Meta and Google, Cape Breton doesn't have its own time zone.” CBC, 12 
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10 

• “Planned presentation to U.S. vaccine advisory panel cited a study that doesn't 

exist,” CBC, 25 Jun. 2025  

• “Study says ChatGPT giving teens dangerous advice on drugs, alcohol and 

suicide,” Prince George Citizen, 6 Aug. 2025 

• Cf. sycophancy, AI encourages a user’s beliefs rather than challenges them 

• “An Ontario judge tossed a court filing seemingly written with AI. Experts say it's a 

growing problem,” CBC, 3 Jun. 2025 

• “Judge sanctions B.C. litigant for AI hallucination in court filing,” BIV, Jul. 18, 

2025 

• Legal cases are one of the biggest AI concerns, repeatedly in the news. 

• Thompson Reuters, “Elon Musk's Grok AI says images of 'minors in minimal clothing' 

caused by safeguard lapses,” CBC, 2 Jan. 2026 

• “When contacted by Reuters for comment by email, xAI replied with the message 

‘Legacy Media Lies.’” 

• Dayne Patterson, “Parents urged to protect kids as threat grows from AI-generated 

sexual abuse tools,” CBC, 9 Dec. 2025 
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https://www.biv.com/news/economy-law-politics/judge-sanctions-bc-litigant-for-ai-hallucination-in-court-filing-10958687
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/xai-grok-safeguard-lapses-9.7032346
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/xai-grok-safeguard-lapses-9.7032346
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/parents-urged-to-protect-kids-as-threat-grows-from-ai-generated-sexual-abuse-tools-9.7008482
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