
We’re a group of graduate students participating in a speculative policy design 
course in the Faculty of Information at the University of Toronto under the direction of Dr. 
Evan Light. Together, we represent a diverse set of life experiences, professional 
backgrounds, and personal perspectives on the use and development of artificial intelligence 
(AI). We care about this issue collectively because we’re immersed in the study of 
technology’s impact on society. The one size fits all design of commercially available AI 
chatbots makes it difficult to understand the true capabilities of the technology. A broad 
application may serve commercial interests but it does little to suggest how the technology 
could benefit specific areas of interest to the public - such as working towards advancing 
cures for disease, for example. Artificial intelligence is a broad and extensive category of 
technology that should not be treated as a singularity. Its complexity and implications for 
Canadian sovereignty and the general public are equally broad, deserving of considerable 
discussion and debate before a federal strategy related to AI is finalized. 

​
​ As graduate students, we witnessed the quick growth of AI following its widespread 
introduction in educational settings. While prior tools like Turnitin were used to determine 
whether or not students were submitting plagiarized work, software services like ChatGPT 
and Grammarly were found to be tools used consistently to complete assignments. From 
checking and fixing grammar to downright completing assignments for students, it has gotten 
to the point that we now see AI as a rightfully prohibited tool that has resulted in many 
academic offences against students. While we stand to benefit from straightforward use 
cases, such as using AI tools to ensure citations are properly formatted, we can also 
recognize that students use it to complete technical assignments that have clear, right or 
wrong answers. This stands to artificially inflate their work compared to students who work 
through assignments by themselves.  

 
A degradation of critical thinking skills resulting from an over-reliance on generative 

AI tools like ChatGPT. In an information environment that requires an improved ability to 
dissect multiple narratives and information streams, a reduced ability to critically assess and 
interpret information will not set up future generations for success. Students need to be 
given building blocks before they start using technology. There’s a risk that students who 
pursue secondary education will be unable to think critically, write or accept negative 
feedback on their work because they’re starting to use AI to complete work too early. 
Thinking and dialogue are a necessary part of the learning process and steps need to be 
taken to preserve them as a part of an AI toolkit. 
 

Outside of academia, the rapid adoption of AI is threatening the industries on which 
many working Canadians depend. By putting film and TV at risk by allowing studios to use AI 
to avoid paying creatives, the uncritical application of AI undermines the dignity of creative 
work and a critical sector of Canada’s economy. Beyond the creative industries, the majority 
of suggested AI applications focus on improving workforce productivity and efficiency, putting 
immense pressure on employment retention in job categories that are already low wage and 
entry level. This disadvantages youth and others who find themselves over-represented in 
that segment of the workforce. This is despite the fact that AI efficiency and productivity 
implementation experiment success stories are hard to find and often need to be reversed. 

 
In spite of a rhetoric of productivity and efficiency, we find that Canada’s AI strategy is 

not adequately anticipating the challenges that will accompany its widespread adoption. 



Electricity and water needs for AI data centres have been shown to increase consumer costs 
for those utilities in American states where they’ve been built. With Canada’s relatively 
abundant water and electrical resources, it’s not hard to imagine environmental concerns 
being downplayed unless the full impact of AI data centres on communities are understood. 
 

We need an actual strategy versus a piecemeal solution that solely benefits the AI 
companies. Social media companies have been allowed to operate largely without regulation 
and enforceable guardrails with negative impacts on the Canadian population, and children 
in particular, increasing. As the unfolding situation related to Tumbler Ridge, British Columbia 
underscores, the safety of AI tools needs to be built into operating models from the outset 
not considered after lives have been lost and irreparably impacted. In addition, having a 
strategy that focuses on regulating AI and those that develop it is necessary for an effective 
system of checks and balances to proactively respond to situations of concern like what is 
happening in Tumbler Ridge and hopefully prevent additional tragedies from happening.  
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