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Submission to the People’s Consultation on Al
by the Emily Carr University of Art and Design Faculty Association’s
Working Subcommittee on Intergenerational Equity

The Emily Carr University Faculty Association is committed to supporting the professional rights and responsibilities of its
members, while prioritizing transparency, care, and consideration in the workplace, and fostering collegiality amongst its
members. Our membership includes faculty who make use of generative Al (genAl) systems as well as faculty who have chosen
to boycott and opt out, for principled reasons and out of objection to the way Big Tech companies activate generative Al
functions without prior notice during routine software updates, thus eroding consumer agency and choice.

The arts have always been at the core of what it means to be human. As such, we have a duty to humanity and ourselves to
sustain this legacy for future generations. We have a duty to examine the unrealistic claims made for this technology and to
weigh the evidence of its real-time, currently occurring harms.

This statement focuses on impacts of and recommendations regarding genAl systems, based on large language models (LLMs)
and multimodal large language models (MLLMs) trained on indiscriminately scraped data, that are commercially and easily
available through GPT such as ChatGPT, Claude, Copilot, NotebookLM, Stable Diffusion, Midjourney, Grok etc. This does not
include locally hosted learning models trained on specifically scoped datasets for specifically scoped purposes.

Impacts on environment and the future of human society

The massive environmental impact of manufacturing hardware for, the training and deployment of artificial intelligence
technologies as documented by researchers such as Luccioni et al (1) and Kate Crawford (2) is likely to make everyone
vulnerable through accelerating environmental destruction and climate destabilization through unsustainable, toxic and large-
scale mineral and fossil fuel resource extraction.

The environmental footprint of Al tools urgently needs much more critical examination and immediate assessment prior to
building any new infrastructure. Much more attention needs to be directed to relational intelligence, human intelligence,
ecological intelligence, as these are necessary for human integrity and cultural reliability.

Impacts on Democracy and Public trust

We are grappling with the impacts of GenAl technologies upon our students and colleagues. Locally observed impacts on
student learning are backed up by emerging studies on the relationship between GenAl use and cognitive debt (3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,
9). For example, it is anecdotally known that students ingest articles into Notebook LM (which is also a copyright issue) and
prompt for summaries as a time-saving technique. However, while summaries that NotebookLM generates from the input are
based on true information, due to the correlational nature of simulated neural networks, its output is always "made up". As
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beginners In a field ot study, students are, In general, not well-read enough to evaluate such outputs critically.

Without a citizenry equipped with critical thinking skills, Canadian democracy -- already under assault -- will deteriorate further.
The purpose of a university is primarily to cultivate engaged global citizens & critical thinkers who contribute to the social fabric
& political discourse of a country; from that will flow a more productive society and economy that focuses on supporting human
well-being.

As our students show us, if public trust in information erodes, it becomes more difficult for people to make informed decisions
Impact on culture

Local intelligence arises from the skill sets and aptitudes that a particular region holds. Where we are located, on unceded Coast
Salish lands, we have a responsibility to steward culture and society in a way that cares for and reciprocates to the land's health.
The overly heavy use of energy and resource extraction for a technological arms race at the expense of a livable earth does not
align with our responsibilities to work towards an inclusive, equitable and reparative culture of stewardship. A healthy globe
relies upon healthy local cultures, which are endangered by unsustainable extractive systems that lead to a cycle of boom and
bust, with busts disproportionately hurting vulnerable members of our communities, but ultimately harming us all on an
interdependent planet.

Impact on the economy

While some ECU students do use genAl tools in their creative practice, an even larger percentage deeply resent and are
anxious about the large-scale theft of artistic and creative work that has -- by OpenAl's own admission (10) --been intrinsic to
training genAl, and that effectively acts to collapse and dehumanize the industries and sectors that would have employed them
upon graduation.

Creative industries such as film and animation are already known to be highly competitive, but the technology is exacerbating
the precarity of labour. If GenAl tools are used to automate away entry-level tasks, and therefore entry level jobs, it follows that
there will be fewer qualified and trained people in the areas where Al is having the biggest impacts. Even where "human in the
loop" is recommended practice, experience and expertise is required for this to be effective -- but the opportunities to build this
experience and expertise are being automated away. Over the medium term, there will be negative economic consequences in
terms of the labour base of various industries, with rising unemployment.

Furthermore, Big Tech are all US-based firms. Even if servers are in Canada, they are owned by American firms and vulnerable
to manipulation and attack. Unbridled adoption -- for example, of Copilot (a Microsoft product built on the OpenAl API) -- in
workplaces is tantamount to willing accession to US economic imperialism. Workflow efficiency savings with regards to using
GenAl to automate away tasks and improve productivity have not been systematically proven; on the contrary, emerging studies
are showing that any productivity increases are marginal: a 2.8% increase in time savings according to an NBER study (11)
versus creating new work for 8.4% of workers; slowing down experienced developers by 19% (12), thereby reducing productivity
in tandem with an increase in unemployment due to layoffs, justified by the false productivity promise of automation. Meanwhile,
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protits tlow to another country whilst having a multiplier effect on the polycrisis we tace In these times.

In short, the long-term cumulative harms far outweigh whatever small short-term gains might be claimed by those who stand to
profit from gambling on GenAl.

Impact on faculty labour

The impacts of the uncritical use of genAl technologies by students on faculty at ECU has yet to be fully measured, but this
report on a 2024 survey of 500 American university professors (13) finds that the implementation of (gen)Al in higher education
has led to "worse outcomes for the teaching environment" and that "required professional development on the use of Al in
teaching and research adds to faculty and staff workloads—without evidence that Al improves productivity, pedagogy, or
teaching and learning processes or outcomes".

These findings are echoed by anecdota from ECU faculty: that they face an increase in workload without substantial support,
due to having to do more fact checking; to ensure academic integrity; to address conflict-prone issues of plagiarism through
uncritical use of generative Al by students.

Faculty and students are increasingly encountering an environment where more emphasis and time needs to be dedicated to
practices of intrinsic value and building relational intelligence.

Recommendations
We recommend the following:

o Establish an ethical and legal framework that centers the perspectives of and protects the most vulnerable among us, not
merely the most privileged. To this end,

o Commission and publish public reports of independent, third party full audits of the water use, water sourcing, carbon
usage, and e-wasted disposal practices across the full life-cycle of any generative Al system. These audits should be
conducted in consultation with the local communities and ecosystems where, for example, Al data centres are
proposed.

o Create technology or software that can audit or conduct a study of this technology's consequences.
o Consult Indigenous knowledge keepers at every step as the traditional stewards of our lands and waters.

o Consult the underpaid ghost workers used for data labelling and to train Al models. (14) Learn from their labour
experiences and value their knowledge about the limits and challenges of Al tools.

o Legislate against the use of tools that enable the generation of pornographic deepfakes and other abusive images of
people without their consent. Inertia on this front only exacerbates existing misogyny, homophobia, transphobia, and
gender-based violence, abuse and harassment.

o Require corporations who wish to operate or make available their services in Canada to disclose their training data

o While not strictly related to genAl tools, such a framework should also cease or strongly limit the deployment of
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algorithmic decision-making tools until sufficient safety processes have been established and stress-tested to remove
biases against Black, Indigenous, and other racialized communities, reproduced from toxic datasets. Algorithmic biases
have caused harms related to loss of housing, worsening health outcomes, wrongful arrests, racial profiling, unjust
treatment in the legal system, and more.

e Prioritise the wellbeing of people and culture in Canada. To this end,

o Commission a thorough study of cultural dilution resulting from the use of generative Al in creative industries;
disincentivising creative output, weakening critical thinking and human creativity. As industries rely on generative Al,
this will diminish social well-being and health.

o Prioritize meaningful labour for younger generations of workers in line with the core principles of the care economy
(https://thecareeconomy.ca/statement/).

o Fund the study of and support for victims of Al psychosis, as reported in CBC (15).
¢ Strengthen participatory democracy to build the critical literacy and education needed for a healthy society. To this end,

o Strengthen privacy protections for individual users and prevent mass surveillance and deregulated violation of basic
human rights by powerful corporations and state actors.

o Invest in critical approaches towards genAl and other forms of Al tools across every level of education. A modern
society with agency is one that has algorithmic and information literacy.

Historically vulnerable and marginalized communities are the first to be harmed by powerful agents driving Al technology for
profit motives. It is government’s role and responsibility to diligently examine the real and threatening impacts of Al, particularly
in this time of climate vulnerability. We urge everyone to consider the health of the earth, and to hear from the people who need
an economy built on relational respect first and foremost.

Thank you for your consideration,
Working Subcommittee on Intergenerational Equity

Emily Carr University Faculty Association
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