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Introduction  
 
We are a group of students at the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Information approaching this 
submission from the perspective of not only youth becoming adults in a cultural zeitgeist 
inundated by AI, but also members of the new generation concerned with how this 
fundamentally impacts our future both as professionals and as citizens of a planet drained by 
this technology.​
 
Experiences with and Impacts of AI Technologies 
 
AI was promised to us as a way to make life easier that will allow us to focus on other, more 
important things, but instead it has led to a loss of community, loss of culture as music, film and 
art are increasingly curated and created by AI, and reliance on the “convenience” brought by AI 
at the cost of the environment, collective critical thinking skills, and individual independence.  AI 
has contributed to increased social isolation and reliance on unverified sources. For example, 
instead of turning to their communities for support, individuals may rely on AI for assistance. 
 
Problems and Concerns with AI 
 
We are concerned that while AI has made our lives more convenient, this convenience has 
come at the cost of creativity, community cohesion, and digital security. AI promotes 
individuality, encouraging use to go to generative AI platforms rather than peers, professionals, 
or other community members for advice or solutions. Generative AI for photographs also breeds 
uncertainty amongst communities, calling to question the legitimacy of non-AI material as well. 
These issues can be overcome by creating policies that regulate generative AI use and 
transparency in data production and collection. Longer-term issues include the negative impacts 
that AI has on the environment, including the immense water usage from data centres.  
 
Use Cases: Worthwhile or Worth Banning?  
 
We are past the point where we believe we can get rid of AI in our lifetimes, but we hope that 
through policy and regulation, we can at least leverage these technologies in the service of 
more helpful pursuits, such as accessibility, healthcare research, and taking care of menial tasks 
that allow us more time for art and freedom from the demands of labour. 
 
Missing from the Discussion  
 
AI is often discussed as being inherently bad and inescapable, leaving us no choice but to 
continue using the platforms as is. However, if AI isn’t going anywhere, further discussion 
should include both the choice to use AI and also how different generative AI platforms are 
managed and developed. Framing AI as either inherently bad or good excludes the possibility of 
a middle-ground where change is prioritized towards proper regulation and ensuring that these 
technologies are leveraged towards social and cultural good rather than personal profit. 
 
Conversations that solely frame AI as helpful for the future, distract from the future impacts of AI 
on the environment, learning and literacy, as well as cultural originality. Is present innovation 



 

worth the cost of having an internet overbrimming with “fake” content, including content made 
from the faces of people who did not and could not consent, etc? 
 
Recommendations  
 
Give users the right to choose using AI tools, rather than forcing them to use it, as well as 
teaching safer and more responsible use of AI, since most people are not aware (or do not care) 
about the privacy and environmental dangers of AI.  
 


