
I am a relevant domain expert here: I have a B.Sc. in computer science (uregina, 2010) and have been 
obsessively researching artificial intelligence (and its social impact as well as relevant public policy to 
deal with it, including but not limited to with the relevant recursive neural networks style systems) 
since the early naughts -- and the most important thing for canada to get right is this:

https://elevenfreedoms.org/

Whatever our involvement in this wave of the AI hype-winter cycle, it should be using ONLY free/open 
source software to do its work, and the models should be eleven-freedoms free for the end-user.  
Virtually every other public policy and political debate hinges on whether this happens or not -- giving 
users agency through software freedom is necessary  (but not sufficient) to giving users control over the 
use of external cognition in their own lives.   Unfortunately virtually none of the government 
consultations, including this one, even gives lip service to this.  Regardless of what the policy is if we 
do not get this right it will be used to victimize the canadian public writ large.

If you listen to a single word I say, bring Matthew Skala[1] (and maybe Richard Stallman) in to 
consult. He's the leading thinker in Canada on this topic.  Any failure to do so will result in worse 
law/strategy.

Jeff Cliff, Bsc(CompSci).

jeffrey.cliff@gmail.com

[1] http://ansuz.sooke.bc.ca


